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WGU Launches New Value-Based Healthcare Degree

WGU’s new Bachelor of Science in Health Services Coordination will prepare graduates for
careers in patient-centered care coordination
RENO/LAS VEGAS (Sept. 3, 2019) – To address an urgent shortage of healthcare professionals
needed to navigate an increasingly complex healthcare system, Western Governors University
(WGU) is now offering a first-of-its-kind Bachelor of Science Health Services Coordination
(BSHSC) degree program. The program, which began accepting applications September 1, will
prepare graduates to coordinate among healthcare providers, patients, caregivers, and services to
improve the effectiveness, safety, and efficiency of an evolving healthcare system.
In addition to medical coordination skills, students will develop competencies in leadership
skills, cultural awareness, patient-centered care coordination, and the ability to identify and
intervene with high-risk patients through WGU’s proprietary Professional Leadership and
Communication course.
“This new degree program will help individuals advance their careers in a fast-growing health
profession,” said Dr. Stephanie LaPuma, Academic Program Director/Associate Dean in WGU’s
College of Health Professions. “Aligning curriculum with current workforce needs is at the core
of what we do. This degree program is specifically designed to offer individuals a pathway to a
value-based healthcare career that is in high demand.”
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that jobs in health services coordination will
increase 20% by 2026. This degree program will benefit students new to health professions,
while also creating a bachelor's degree pathway for experienced pre- and paraprofessionals,
medical assistants, certified nursing assistants (CNAs), home health aides, EMTs, paramedics,
and military medics seeking job security or promotion. BSHSC graduates will be prepared to
navigate emerging value-based care systems, promote patient-centered holistic care, and provide
integrated care management.
The BSHSC, like all WGU degree programs, is competency-based, allowing students to study
and learn on their own schedules and advance as soon as they demonstrate mastery of course
materials. WGU’s affordable tuition of approximately $7,000 per year and flexible learning
model make it possible for busy students to earn an accredited degree on a tight schedule.
Details of the program are available at www.wgu.edu/BShealthservices.

About WGU Nevada
WGU Nevada is an online, nonprofit, competency-based university established to expand
Nevadans’ access to higher education throughout the state. Formed through a partnership
between the state of Nevada and nationally recognized Western Governors University, WGU
Nevada is open to all qualified Nevada residents. The university offers more than 50
undergraduate and graduate degree programs in the high-demand career fields of business, K–12
teacher education, information technology, and health professions, including nursing. Degrees
are granted under the accreditation of Western Governors University, which is accredited
through the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU). WGU’s Teachers
College programs are accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE), and its nursing programs are accredited by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing
Education (CCNE)*.
In addition to WGU Nevada, there are five other WGU state-based, state-endorsed universities:
WGU Indiana, established in June 2010; WGU Washington, established in April 2011; WGU
Texas, established in August 2011; WGU Missouri, established in February 2013; and WGU
Tennessee, established in July 2013. For more information, visit the WGU Nevada website,
www.nevada.wgu.edu, or call 877-214-7005.
*Western Governors University offers nursing programs that are accredited by the Commission
on Collegiate Nursing Education (One Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 5380, Washington, DC 20036

